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The Last Song of Awadh 

A symposium and performance exploring the music and dance of Awadh 

featuring Zarina Begum 

 (Conceived & Conceptualized by Manjari Chaturvedi) 
Manjari Chaturvedi a visionary in the field of performing arts, a pioneer of her dance Sufi Kathak has 

formed this academic interactive platform where in discussions about the art-form and their practice in 

today’s times takes place using many interdisciplinary forms. She is a force and a name to reckon with and 

has blazed her own unique path with her work in last fifteen years on the Sufi thought. With the 

establishment of the Sufi Kathak Foundation she has taken a leap further to support marginal artists and 

provides research opportunities to scholars and students under the banner of the Foundation. The creator 

and the only performing artist of Sufi Kathak in the world, she has worked extensively to archive, preserve, 

promote and present the different music and dance forms associated with the Sufi thought. 

 

Sufi Kathak Foundation: 

The Sufi  Kathak  Foundation  (SKF) is a non-profit registered society  (Regd. 61883)  that creates 

awareness  about India’s  intangible  heritage  in  music,  dance and preserves the gradually fading 700 year 

Sufi traditions  in  music. SKF aims to create a world of cultural unity, by spreading the secular message of 

the Sufis and initiate children and orienting the youth to become self-employed through arts, dance and 

music. Research and documentation form the core strength of SKF’s activities that drives the Foundation 

to work on the endangered culture of Qawwali and other related art-forms by digitizing and restoring 

records and creating a database of high quality and high fidelity recordings and biographical data of 

musicians to be available for research and listening purpose to students, scholars, researchers, musicians and 

interested public. SKF also seeks to create centers, organize training classes, workshops and musical 

concerts to promote Sufi music, Qawwali, Sufi Kathak, and folk& classical dance across the world. 

 

Support Schemes by Sufi Kathak Foundation: 

All donations and aid to SKF’ is exempt from tax, under section 80(g) and section 12 A of the Income Tax 

Act.  The Foundation is also duly registered under the FCRA norms. The Foundation works towards 

providing the assistance, pension and medical support to needy artists, in order to enable them to pursue 

their art, and give scholarships to students pursuing classical music, Sufi music and dance through various 

schemes such as 

 

1. Deva Sharif Pension/Medical Aid Scheme 

2. Saraswati Pension/Medical Aid Scheme for women in performing arts 

3. Amir Khusrau Scholarship Scheme for Music 

4. Manjari Chaturvedi Scholarship Scheme for Dance 

5. Mevlana Rumi Project Grants 



The Last Song of Awadh 

Friday, May 23rd, 2014 

 

Symposium  

 
Lighting of the Lamp & Inaugural Address 

 Ms. Dipali Khanna, Member Secretary, Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts 

 

Introductory Note & Welcome Address 

Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi, President, Sufi Kathak Foundation 

 

Speakers 

Ms. Kumud Diwan, Classical Singer 

Shri Vikram Lall, music enthusiast and scholar 

Shri Pran Nevile, Indian Author 

Shri Aamir Raza Husain, Indian Theatre Personality 

Ustad Iqbal Ahmed Khan, Classical Vocalist 

 

Documentary Film 

‘The Other Song’by Ms. Saba Dewan, Film-maker 

 

Evening Performance 
Lighting of the Lamp & Inaugural Address 

Kumari Selja, Honorable Member of Parliament 

Shri Chinmaya R. Gharekhan, President, Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts 

 

Performers 

Zarina Begum, the last living court singer 

Ms. Kumud Diwan, Classical singer 

Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi, Kathak Danseuse 

 

Venue and Time Duration 

Lectures, films and presentations – Auditorium, Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, New Delhi 

23rd May, 2014, 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM  

Performance- Auditorium, Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, New Delhi 

Friday, 23rd May, 2014, 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM  

 

Attendance 

Over 300 guests 



The Last Song of Awadh 

Conceived and conceptualized by Manjari Chaturvedi, Sufi Kathak 

Foundation organized a unique symposium dedicated to the Music and 

Dance of Awadh in the era of Nawabs.  The symposium relived the 

courtesan and featured the Last Living Court Singer of Awadh along 

with the researchers, scholars, film maker, and intrigued connoisseurs of 

music and traditional performers and practitioners associated with the 

music form of Ghazal and thumri gayaki.. The  Symposium “The Last 

Song of Awadh”, seeks to discuss and understand the traditional ghazal, 

thumri, dadra as sung at the opulent Darbars of the erstwhile Awadh 

and its representation by Zarina Begam, the last living singer of the 

Awadh court. This is a part of the initiatives taken by Sufi Kathak 

Foundation, to preserve, archive, promote and create awareness for the 

traditional arts of this country. Such talks and concerts present the traditional arts of India, in a unique 

collaboration of poetry, music and dance. Sufi Kathak Foundation seeks to bring the city dwellers a little 

step closer to their roots, by bridging the gap between the marginal artists and the wider society. The 

symposium focused on the songs of Awadh, not just as a traditional art form but as a cultural symbol to 

rightfully represent a living heritage - from the time of the Nawabs. The seminar also talked about the 

current life of the traditional Ghazal Singers, who keep this tradition alive and yet have to struggle each 

day to make enough for them and their families’ survival, just as Zarina Begum currently lives in the narrow 

lanes of aminabad and through even a narrower staircase that leads to the tiny, crumbling single room where 

she lives with her children. The seminar raised issues about the authentic form of Ghazal and other perceived 

forms of this age old tradition. Zarina Begum is the only artist from the time of Mallika-e-Ghazal Begum 

Akhtar. She was born in the year 1947 in Nanpara, Bahraich. She had a keen desire to become a singer from 

her childhood and her father took her to meet the famous Qawwal Gulam Hazrat.  

 

The symposium was a one of a kind academic initiative that encouraged not only the connoisseurs of music 

to gain knowledge about the art form, but also invited students, scholars, researchers, exchange students 

from various universities, research institutes and organizations to be a part of the history, society and 

culture of India. The seminar and the discussion was an important step to relate the original traditional 

style of singing ghazal, thumri, dadra with the current prevalent popular singing styles. Music of the 

erstwhile courts, as a serious form of art, is to be considered necessary for research and documentation, in 

contrary to the character it has assumed over the years as a light genre of up-beat music through popular 

television and feature film. The seminar and the discussion is an important step in the realization of this as 

a serious form of art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Dipali Khanna, Member Secretary, IGNCA, inaugurated 

the seminar and lit the lamp as a symbol of tribute and 

prosperity. Ms. Dipali Khanna, the chief guest for the 

symposium, discussed the prevalence of ghazal gayaki and its 

necessity for archiving in today’s time and the participation 

of IGNCA for such initiatives.   

 

This was followed by the welcome address by Ms. Manjari 

Chaturvedi, the Founder and 

President of Sufi Kathak Foundation, who highlighted the need for such an 

academic initiative for Awadhi Gayaki.  In her introductory note she 

emphasized the need to relook at the traditions with a wider lens and 

recognize some music forms like the erstwhile music of the royal courts of 

Awadh, as an important intangible heritage to preserve. 

 

The symposium began with the screening of 

the excerpt from the Film “The Other Song” 

by Ms Saba Dewan. Ms Saba Dewan explained how important it is to 

preserve Zarina’s heritage and also know the story of an artiste who 

performed with royalty at one point in time and now is left with no lineage 

or wealth. She further explained how the traditional ghazal  was sung in the 

darbars of Awadh and how Zarina Begum used to be in her times.  

 

This was followed by a talk with Shri 

Pran Nevile, with reference to his 

incredible book “The Nautch Girls of 

India”. He spoke on the dramatic impact 

of societal change on music and dance, and the position of the artists in 

society, before and after Independence, with special reference to British 

Raj. He also emphasized on the change that gramophone recordings 

brought in the lives of the singers of those times. 

 

Ms Kumud Diwan took the stage and spoke on “The making of the 

performer as a Diva” the rise of the 

artist, the mehfil singer as a persona, an enigma for the both the patrons 

and society at large. She further added that not all the courtesans sold 

their bodies, they only used to sing for the nawabs for their 

entertainment and they were highly educated and knew the meaning of 

the poetry sung as Ghazals. She also emphasized that apart from their 

literary knowledge they were also well versed in the etiquettes’  of those 

times.   



 The symposium session ended with 

the conversation by Shri Vikram 

Lall with eighty year old Zarina 

Begum, along with Ustaad Iqbal 

Ahmed Khan, Shri Pran Nevile, 

Shri Aamir Raza Hussain, Ms 

Kumud Diwan, Ms Saba Dewan. 

The discussion centered on the 

ghazal Gayaki from the era of 

Zarina begum and relevance of patronage today for singers for the mehfil gayaki who were suited for a 

smaller known audience. Ustad Iqbal Ahmed, informed the audience about 50 years of his association with 

Zarina Begum as a singer and the speciality of her gayaki. The above stimulating discussion, the talk, & 

film received notable response from the attending audience who were 

intrigued by the conversation and films and further questioned and 

commented on the work of the film-maker and the singers to bring across 

the present situation of traditional musicians located across the country. 

Many among the attendees repeatedly lauded the work of the 

Foundation to create this interactive platform. 

 

The evening began with the  lamp lighting by the Honorable Chief 

Guests, Shri Chinmaya R. Gharekhan, President IGNCA and Kumari 

Selja, Honourable Member of Parliament, who addressed the audience. 

The final evening performances were held at the auditorium where the 

attendance of the performance  much exceeded the anticipated capacity 

of the venue and the performances were attended by more than 300 

people who were present until the end of the 

performances, and they all replied with a chorus 

of “wahs” and “kya baat hai” at regular 

intervals, hinting that they remembered Zarina 

Begum and appreciated the music. 

 

 As the theme of the Symposium said re-living 

the courtesan, the evening performance began 

with the Zarina Begum singing a well known 

composition of Begum Akhtar ‘Deewana 

Banana hai to deewana bana de’ which was 

accompanied by Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi, 

reliving the dance of the courtesan, that transported the audience to the days of the Awadhi evenings when 

Zarina used to be the soul of mehfils in the princely courts of Nanpara, Mehmoodabad, Rampur and of 

entire Awadh. This was further enhanced by Ms. Kumud Diwan by singing the poetry ‘un aankhon ka 

aalam gulaabi gulaabi’ with Darbari Kathak performed by Manjari Chaturvedi leaving the audience spell 



bound with their versatility and the amazing aspect of ghazal 

by reliving the mehfils of Awadh. This was followed by many 

such valuable compositions sung by Zarina Begum and Ms 

Kumud Diwan. On the request of members of the audience she 

sang ‘woh jo hum mein tum mein qarar tha’ and in the end 

Zarina begum sang the famous ghazal ‘Ae mohobbat tere ajaam 

pe rona aya’ and we heard the continuous ‘wah – wah”, and the 

audience gave a  

standing ovation to Zarina Begum. 

 

The evening ended with the felicitation of artists and 

presentation of shawls by Shri Chinmaya Gharekhan 

President, IGNCA and Kumari Selja, Honorable Member of 

Parliament.  

 

Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi, President, Sufi Kathak 

Foundation gave the vote of thanks.  



The Last Song Of Awadh 

Audience and Media Response 

The concert generated wonderful media response with the leading newspapers like 

Hindustan Times, Times of India, Delhi Times, HT City, Indian Express, Tehelka 

Magazine, Open Magazine, Business Standard, IBNlive, Live Mint, Deccan Herald 

and Millennium Post giving their stories. This reaffirmed our faith in doing these 

unusual projects which appeal to both the audiences and media. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

It indeed was an 

evening of the bygone 

era and I was fortunate 

to listen to the Begum. 

Thank you so much 

Manjari for this 

wonderful listening 

feast. – Mr. Gopal 

Verma 

An evening soaked in nostalgia, 
purest courtesan gayaki & 
Darbari kathak ... deepest 
admiration for Manjari 
Chaturvedi , Zarina Begum for 
their priceless art. Kudos to 
Manjari Chaturvedi for her sense 
of mission- Dr. Neena 

very beautiful command on 
culture- Dr. Nathgiri 

 
Way to go Manjari.. So proud 
of you & your sincerity !! Mr. 

Amit 

Had a soulful 
experience , 
Amazing it was!! – 
Garima 
 
What an evening ! 
Surely a once-in-a-
lifetime  
experience..to hear 
Zarina ji sing live ! 
Still can't get over 
it - Yagya 
 Live Mint: 16th May 2014 

Hindustan Times: 20th May 2014 

IBNlive: 29th May 2014 

Mail Today: 23rd May 2014 

Navbharat Times: 31st  May 2014 



 

 

 

 

Navbharat Times: 25th  May 2014 
Millenium Post : 223rd  May 2014 

Business Standard: 29th  May 2014 Open Voice:  25th  May 2014 
Indian Express:  25th  May 2014 

Times of India:  25th  May 2014 Deccan Herald:   27th  May 2014 

NavBharat Times LKO:  22nd  May 2014 



 



The concert has been made possible with the kind contribution and support of our partners. Our contributors and 

sponsors are the backbone of any event organized by the Sufi Kathak Foundation. By contributing to Sufi Kathak 

Foundation, their support is directed towards the preservation of centuries old traditional arts and culture that we 

at Sufi Kathak Foundation, strive to preserve in their original form and ensure its continuity for the future 

generations of this country and the world. 

Our partners and support for this concert include: 

Supported by 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event organized & managed by: 

 

 

Sufi Kathak Foundation 

J-237, Basement, Saket, 

New Delhi- 110017 

Phone: 011-41764860, +91 9871310119 

sufikathakfoundation@gmail.com 

www.sufikathakfoundation.com 


